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Chapters 7-16: Intelligence Activities 

The intelligence collection activities of the U.S. Intelligence Community encompass the 
full gamut of techniques, including various types of technical collection, human intelligence, 
open sources, exploitation of documents and computers, and assistance from foreign intelligence 
and security services. Counterintelligence and covert action are additional activities that fall 
within the responsibilities of several U.S. Intelligence Community members. 

Imagery collection is conducted via satellites and aircraft, both manned and unmanned. In 
recent years there has been a far greater reliance on drones such as the Predator (Doc 13 ) and the 
unmanned but armed Reaper ( Doc 14) . Signals intelligence collection has also evolved from 
relying predominantly on remote collection from space, aerial, land-based, and sea-based 
platforms to include the targeting of cables and the interception of Internet traffic ( Doc 15) . The 
current remote SIGINT collection operations includes the Special Collection Service, which is 
managed by a joint CIA-NSA unit and operates out of U.S. embassies and consulates ( Doc 16) . 

A more esoteric fonn of collection is kn own as measurement and signature intelligence 
(MASINT), which is gathered by space systems that detect infra-red signals produced by 
missiles, spacecraft, explosions, and plane crashes (Doc 17 ), as well as aerial, land-based, sea- 
based, and undersea-based platforms that detect acoustic, seismic, X-ray and other emissions 
( Doc 18 ). The U.S. also maintains an extensive network of systems - both in space and on the 
ground - to monitor foreign space systems and activities, from Russian reconnaissance satellites 
to Chinese anti-satellite tests (Doc 19 ; Doc 20 ). 

Human intelligence (HUMINT) activities can involve a clandestine asset in a foreign 
government, such as Adolf Tolkachev, who provided intelligence to the CIA that saved the U.S. 



substantial money on research and development activities (Doc 21 ). HUMINT can also come 
from interrogating terrorists detained by the U.S., like 9/1 1 mastermind Khalid Shayk 
Muhammad (Doc 22 ). Information on terrorist activities can also be obtained through 
exploitation of the documents or computers from terrorist sites raided by U.S. special forces 
(Doc 23 ), as well as from open sources like magazines, videos, and proclamations (Doc 24 ). 

Even with its extensive resources, the United States, as noted by Reagan administration 
Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger, does not have the ability to gather all the data required 
to satisfy its intelligence requirements. The longest-standing and closest relationship with foreign 
intelligence services is the one between the United States, Britain, Canada, and New Zealand, 
centering on signals intelligence ( Doc 25) . Another such relationship is the one between the NS A 
and Israel’s Unit 8200 (also kn own as the Israel SIGINT National Unit, or ISNU), the specifics 
of which are detailed in the leaked agreement between the NS A and the ISNU ( Doc 26 1. 

Such collection activities provide the data for analysts from the National Intelligence 
Council, CIA, FBI and other agencies to produce assessments, such as those concerning Iran’s 
nuclear ambitions (Doc 27 1 and the threat of domestic terrorism ( Doc 28 1. 

Counterintelligence activities include the monitoring and assessment of foreign 
intelligence services, like the Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Security (Doc 30 ), and specific 
activities, such as attempts to acquire information about U.S. technologies ( Doc 29 ). Among the 
covert action operations undertaken in recent years are those designed to impede Iran’s 
acquisition of nuclear weapons. This includes recruiting a Russian scientist, codenamed 
MERLIN, to pass misleading infonnation to Iran (Doc 31) , and the development and 
introduction of the Stuxnet virus, designed to damage Iranian centrifuges ( Doc 32 ). 



